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SUB J : SPOTLIGHT SHIFTS TO CHIANG CHING 

1. CHIANG CHING HAS RETURNED TO THE LEADERSHIP SPOTLIGHT WITH 

A FLOURISH. OUT OF SIGHT SINCE SHE SKIPPED THE TURNOUT FOR POPULAR 
FESTIVITIES MARKING NATIONAL DAY OCT 1, AND WITH HER POLITICAL 
STAR SEEMINGLY DIMMED AS A RESULT OF HER FAILURE TO WIN PROMOTION 
AT THE PARTY CONGRESS IN AUGUST, OMS. MAO BOUNDED BACK WITH THREE 
PUBLIC APPEARANCES OVER THE WEEKEND. SHE JOINED CHOU AND WANG 
HUNG- WEN IN MEETING A DELEGATION FROM HUMAITE ROUGE ON DECEMBER JN 
JOINED CHOU IN RECEIVING JAPANESE VISITORS DECEMBER 8, AND AGAIN 
THAT DAY SECONDED HIM IN MEETING WITH HE NEPALESE KING. NCNA'S 
PHOTO OF THE LATTER EVENT STRIKINGLY CENTERS ON HER WITH THE KING, 
RELEGATING CHOU TO THE MARGIN OF THE SCENE AND EXCLUDING ALTOGETHER 
POLITBURO MEMBERS LI HSIEN-NIEN AND WU TEH WHO WERE PRESENT ON THE 
OCCASION. 

2. IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR CHOU TO DEFER TO CHIANG CHING IN PHOTOS, 
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AND HER RECENT ABSENCE FROM PUBLIC VIEW COULD HAVE BEEN DUE TO 
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ILLNESS. HOWEVER, HER PRIMINENCE AT THIS TIME PROBABLY HAS SOME 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. FROM ONE PERSPECTIVE, IT CAN BE VIEWED 
AS ANOTHER TURN OF THE KALEIDOSCOPE BY WHICH THE REGIME HAS BREN 
VARYINGLY PROJECTING DIFFERENCE LEADERSHIP FIGURES IN THE WAKE OF 
THE PARTY CONGRESS. A PROCESS BY WHICH A LOW PROFILE OF CHOU'S 
PERSONAL AMBITIONS HAS ALSO SEEMINGLY BEEN CONVEY D. (WE REMARKED 
EARLIER ON CHOU’S SIFTING ABOUT IN PHOTOS WITH WANG HUNG-WEN, 

HIS SHARING OF PROTOCOL HONORS WITH LI TEH-SHENG. AND HIS ABSENCE 
FROM THE CLOSEUP PHOTO OF MAO. LI. AND CHANG CHUNG-CHIAO WITH 
PRG LEADER THO.) 

3. LOOKING BEHIND THESE CHANGING*TABLEAUS, IT IS POSSIBLE TO 
DISCERN AN EFFORT TO DESPLAY COOPERATION AND COHESION AMONG THE 
LEADERS AND TO SCOTCH SPECULATION THAT THE HEAT OF THE CURRENT 
POLITICAL MOVEMENT HAS IN ANY WAY SERIOUSLY IMPAIRED THEIR UNITY. 

IF THIS VIEW IS ACCURATE, WE WOULD ASCRIBE THE INITIATIVE FOR 
THE EFFORT TO CHOU. 

OSBORN 
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